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World Water Day, a program of the United Nations-Water, 
is an international observance that raises awareness of water 
issues across the globe. It is an opportunity to learn and to make 
a difference by telling others and taking action!

663 million people -1 in 10- 
lack access to safe water! 

2016 - Water and Jobs

2015 - Water and Sustainable Development
2014 - Water and Energy

Half of all workers on Earth are employed in water-related sectors. 
Millions of them are unrecognized and unprotected. This year’s goal 
is to show how quality and quantity of water can change workers’ lives 
and livelihoods along with transforming societies and economies! 1

What can you do to help?

Track your water footprint!

That’s more than twice the population of the 
United States.2,3

Know that the average American lifestyle is 
kept afloat by about 2,000 gallons of H2O 

a day — twice the global average.

Get informed! 
Use resources like www.waterandjobs.org,  http://waterfootprint.
org/en/resources/,  www.worldwaterday.org
Share your knowledge!
Organize a debate at your school, office, community or organization; 
create a game or an app; organize or propose a lesson on water; make 
a film or other work of art conveying the importance of water to you and 
your community and send it to UN-Water
Waste less water!
By changing everyday habits, you can make a big difference in the amount of water you use! 

2 million work-related deaths happen 
annually. Of those, 17% are water-related
(poor quality drinking water, poor sanitation, poor 

hygiene, and related lack of knowledge).4

Globally, 1/3 of all schools lack access to 
safe water and adequate sanitation.1

The water crisis is the #1 
global risk based on impact to 
society (as a measure of devastation), 

as announced by the World Economic 
Forum in January 2015.

• Instead of running tap water until it gets 
cold, leave some water in the refrigerator.

• Fix leaky faucets and fixtures around the 
house.

• Install a rain barrel to gather water to use for watering your 
garden or washing your car.

• Spend less time in the shower
• Fill your dishwasher and washing machine all the 

way before running them. Use an eco-setting (low 
energy) if possible.

• Do not leave water running when washing 
your face, brushing your teeth, or washing 
the dishes.

Use this calculator found on National 
Geographic’s website to see how much water 

you use daily!
(http://environment.nationalgeographic.com/environment/

freshwater/change-the-course/water-footprint-calculator/)
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